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NETHERLANDS (NEDERLAND) 

The various provinces of the Low Countries (today’s Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg) were 
gradually united under the rule of the Valois dukes of Burgundy. By the marriage of Charles the Rash’s daughter 
Marie to the future emperor Maximilian I, the entire area passed into the hands of the house of Habsburg. In 
1549 Karel (Emperor Karl V) issued a pragmatic sanction that united the seventeen Habsburg provinces in the 
Low Countries. On his abdication in 1556, the area passed to the Spanish Habsburgs, but the condemnation of 
the Dutch Calvinists (the majority of the population in the northern provinces) to death as heretics by the 
Papacy led to widespread rebellion. The seven northern provinces concluded the Union of Utrecht in 1579 and 
declared independence from Spain in 1581. Prince Willem I of Orange was declared stadholder ( stadhouder ) of 
the United Provinces, and the French duke Fran^ois-Hercule was chosen sovereign. The House of Orange- 
Nassau held the stadholdership in a practically hereditary succession, while the United Provinces were 
technically a republic since Fran^ois-Hercule’s death in 1584. However, except in Friesland, the rule of the 
Orange-Nassau stadholders was interrupted for long periods (1650—1672 and 1750—1772). Independence from 
the Holy Roman Empire was officially recognized in 1648. The hereditary nature of the stadholdership became 
officially established in 1747. During the period of the Napoleonic wars, the stadholder Willem V was 
overthrown by the French and succeeded by the Batavian Republic. In 1806 the country was proclaimed 
“kingdom of Holland” and conferred on Emperor Napoleon I’s brother Louis Napoleon, who reigned as king 
Lodewijk I. In 1810 the kingdom was annexed to the French Empire, before being restored as a principality to 
the Orange-Nassau heir in 1813. In 1815 the country formally became the “kingdom of the Netherlands” and 
now included the former Austrian Netherlands to the south. However, these provinces seceded on cultural and 
religious grounds in 1830, becoming the kingdom of Belgium. On the death of king Willem III in 1890 the 
throne passed to a series of queens, and the province of Luxembourg became an independent grand duchy on the 
grounds of Salic Law (exclusively through male lines of succession). The abdication of queen Beatrix in 2013 
made her son Willem-Alexander the first male monarch of the country in over 120 years. 

Rulers of the Netherlands 

House of Habsburg (Spain) 

1549—1556 Karel ... son of king Felipe I of Castile; abdicated; king of Aragon and Castile 1516—15 56; 
of Naples and Sicily 1516—1554; emperor 1519—1558 

1556—1581 Filips, the Prudent ... son of Karel; deposed; king of Naples and Sicily 15 54—1598; of 
England 15 54—15 58; of Aragon and Castile 15 56—1598; of Portugal 1581 — 1598 
House ofValois-Angouleme (France) 

1581 — 1584 Framjois-Hercule ... son of king Henri II of France; sovereign of the Northern Provinces 

Stadholders of the Netherlands 

House of Orange-Nassau 

1581—1584 Willem I, the Silent ... son of count Wilhelm I, the Rich, of Nassau-Dillenburg; stadholder 
of Holland, Zeeland, and Utrecht 1572; of Friesland 1580 

1585 — 1625 Maurits ... son of Willem I; stadholder of Holland, Zeeland, and Utrecht; of Guelders and 

Overijssel 1590; of Groningen and Drenthe 1620 

1585 — 1620 Willem Lodewijk ... son of count Johann VI of Nassau-Dillenburg, brother of Willem I; 

stadholder of Friesland, Groningen, and Drenthe 

1620—1632 Ernst Casimir ... brother of Willem Lodewijk; stadholder of Friesland; of Groningen and 

Drenthe 1625 

1625 —1647 Frederik Hendrik ... son ofWillem I; stadholder of Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Guelders, 

and Overijssel; of Groningen and Drenthe 1640 

1632—1640 Hendrik Casimir I ... son of Ernst Casimir; stadholder of Friesland, Groningen, Drenthe 

1640—1664 Willem Frederik ... son of Ernst Casimir; stadholder of Friesland; of Groningen, and 
Drenthe 1650 
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1647—1650 Willem II ... son of Frederik Hendrik; stadholder of Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Guelders, 
Overijssel, Groningen, and Drenthe 

1664—1696 Hendrik Casimir II ... son of Willem Frederik by Albertine, daughter of Frederik Hendrik; 
stadholder of Friesland and Groningen 

1672—1701 Willem III ... posthumous son of Willem II; stadholder of Holland, Zeeland, and Utrecht; 
of Overijssel 1675; king of England 1689—1701 

1696—1711 Johan Willem Friso ... son of Hendrik Casimir II; stadholder of Friesland and Groningen 
1711 —1751 Willem IV ... son of Johan Willem Friso; stadholder of Friesland and Groningen; of 
Guelders 1721, of the United Provinces from 1747 

1751 —1795 Willem V ... son of Willem IV; stadholder of the United Provinces; deposed, died 1806 
V95 -J 8o 6 (republic) 

Kings of Holland 

House of Bonaparte 

1806—181 o Lodewijk I Napoleon ... brother of emperor Napoleon I of the French; abdicated, died 1846 
1810 Lodewijk II Napoleon ... son of Lodewijk I; deposed, died 1831 
1810—1813 (to France) 

Princes and kings of the Netherlands 

House of Orange-Nassau 

1813 — 1840 Willem I ... son of stadholder Willem V; legitimist claimant since 1806; prince, king from 
1815; abdicated, died 1843 
1840—1849 Willem II ... son of Willem I 
1849—1890 Willem III ... son of Willem II 

1890—1948 Wilhelmina ... daughter of Willem III; abdicated, died 1961 1 
1948—1980 Juliana ... daughter of Wilhelmina by Heinrich of Mecklenburg, son of grand duke 
Friedrich Franz II of Mecklenburg-Schwerin; abdicated, died 1004 
1980—2013 Beatrix ... daughter of Juliana by Bernhard of Lippe, son of count Bernhard of Lippe- 
Biesterfeld, brother of prince Leopold IV of Lippe; abdicated 
2013— Willem-Alexander ... son of Beatrix by Claus von Amsberg 


In exile during German occupation 1940—1945. 



